92                         GREGORY THE GREAT
" To the holy Lord and Father in Christ, the Boraan, the fairest ornament of the Church, the most august flower, so to speak, of the whole of this withering Europe, the noble overseer, to him who possesses the gift of speculating on Divine causality, I, Bar-Jonah, a poor dove in Christ, send greeting."
The arguments which Columban put forward as the most important were two. First, there was the authority of Anatolius, whose calculations had been adopted by the Irish, and whose learning had been praised by Jerome. If the Pope rejected the authority of Anatolius, he must also reject that of Jerome. "And I tell you candidly," wrote the monk, "that whoever denies the authority of Jerome will be accounted a heretic and contemptuously rejected by the Churches of the West, for in everything that regards the Scriptures they believe implicitly in Jerome."1 Secondly, Easter, being the festival of light, should be celebrated on a night during the greater part of which the moon is shining. But if the celebration was deferred till the twenty-first or twenty-second day, when the moon entered upon her last quarter, darkness would preponderate over light, and the victory of Satan over Christ rather than of Christ over Satan would be symbolized. " They who say that Easter can be celebrated at that age of the moon cannot confirm their assertion by the authority of Scripture; nay, they are incurring the charge of sacrilege, of contumacy, they are endangering their own souls."
After a long discussion, in the course of which he indignantly repelled the charge of judaizing, Columban commended his arguments to Gregory's serious consideration, and then proceeded to ask his advice respecting the manner in which he ought to deal with the simoniacal and adulterous bishops of Gaul, and with monks who, from the desire of the more perfect life, quit their monasteries and retire to hermitages against the will of their abbat. He expressed his regret that bodily weakness and the care of his brethren prevented his visiting Kome, as he often longed to do, and he begged the Pope to send him the lectures on Ezekiel, which he had heard highly praised, and
1 " Simplioiter enim ego tibi confiteor, quod contra sancti Hieronynii auctoritatem veniens apud occidentis ecclesias haereticus seu respuendus erit, quicunque ille fuerit: illi enim per omnia indubitataxn in scripturis divinis accornmodant fidem."